
    
 

 

Report on the project exchange to Ireland (action E.2) 
 
EVENT: Visiting institutions, connected to nature conservation and LIFE projects in Ireland, 
with presentation of project LIFE Stržen and exchange of experience 
 
DATE: 25. – 31. 3. 2018 
REPORT AUTHOR: Ana Gabrejna 
PARTICIPANTS: Attendance lists 
 

REPORT: 
 
25. 3. 2018: 
Arrival in Ireland, overnight stay in Enniskery. 
 
26. 3. 2018: 
We met with representatives of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) in their main offices in Dublin. 
The presentations were held according to a set programme. First, a representative of IFI, 
James King, presented their work, tasks and the system of water management in Ireland. He 
also briefly presented the European projects in which they participated. This was followed by 
a presentation by Miha Ivanc, a representative of the Fisheries Research Institute of Slovenia 
(FRIS). He described the work of FRIS and the system of fisheries management in Slovenia. 
Both speakers pointed out the problems they are facing in their work and agreed to cooperate 
in finding solutions to these problems in the future. This was followed by a presentation of 
project LIFE Stržen with a brief description of the project area and the main aims of the project. 
Afterwards, a debate on water management methods and the problems of removing invasive 
species from the waters arose. 
 



    
 

 

Next, we hired a rental bus and drove to the Burren National Park where the BurrenLIFE 
project was implemented. In May 2017, the project received the special “Best-Ever” award 
from the European Commission as the best LIFE Nature project in the 25-year history of the 
LIFE Programme. A representative of this project, Ruairí Ó Conchúir, met us and explained 
everything about the park with its typical karstic landscape, as well as about the project 
BurrenLIFE. This project is known for its very successful communication with farmers and for 
getting the farmers involved with its implementation. From the point of view of project LIFE 
Stržen, this was especially interesting. Mr Ó Conchúir also presented the project GeoparkLIFE, 
in the scope of which they were seeking a balance between tourism development and nature 
conservation in the area of Burren National Park and Cliffs of Moher. The most important 
activities they implemented were educating tourism providers and managing tourism 
activities in the areas of extraordinary natural and cultural significance. 

Overnight stay in Doolin. 
 

27. 3. 2018 
We took the bus to the 
second part of the project 
area of the GeoparkLIFE 
project, the Cliffs of Moher, 
where we looked at the 
tourist infrastructure. 
 
 
 



    
 

 

We met with Ruairí Ó Conchúir again in the town Annacoty. 
He presented the project MulkearLIFE, of which he was the 
manager. In the field, we examined the project results – a 
regulated fish trail, partially removed dam on the Mulkear 
River and the contribution of the local community to the 
project. 
 
Overnight stay in Killlaloe. 
 
28. 3. 2018 
In the morning we took a look at the Ardnacrusha hydroelectric power station with an 
emphasis on the functioning of their fish trail. Next, we stopped briefly at the Tralee Bay 
Wetlands Centre in the city Tralee, where we looked around the regulated bird habitat and an 
observation tower. 
 

 



    
 

 

In the afternoon we arrived in Glencar, where we met with Richard O’Callaghan, the manager 
of the project KerryLIFE, and Paul Phelan, the project’s scientific advisor. Richard O'Callaghan 
presented the KerryLIFE project, which aims to improve the habitat of the freshwater pearl 
mussel. The project relies heavily on cooperation of the local community, especially the 
farmers and forest owners. They managed to establish a great relationship with them. Next, 
Katarina Mikulić presented project LIFE Stržen and Notranjska Regional Park. She briefly 
mentioned the special features of Notranjska Regional Park, then talked about the project 
area and about the project itself. The representatives of KerryLIFE expressed interest in a 
possible return visit. 

Overnight stay in Glencar. 
 
  



    
 

 

29. 3. 2018 
 
We took the bus back to the east 
coast of Ireland, where we first 
visited the Birdwatch Ireland Centre 
and then we headed to the East 
Coast Nature Reserve. We took a 
walk through the Reserve where we 
got lucky and saw a Glossy ibis, 
which is a rare guest in Ireland. 
 
 

Overnight stay in Wicklow. 
 
30. 3. 2018 
Visit to Dublin, preparing reports, overnight stay in Dublin. 
 
31. 3. 2018 
Return to Slovenia. 


